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Robust Racing, Delicately Poised At Rolex Swan Cup

Folex Swan 49 World Championship
2012 and Rolex Swan Cup

Porta Cerwa, taly

A menacing Mistral over
northeast Sardinia
complicated the Race
Committee's plans during
Day 3 of the 2012 Rolex
Swan Cup and Swan 45

= World Championship and
wertical Smile (DEM) during the fourth day of racing ultimately provided

@Rolex / Cario Borienghi enthralling racing for the
55-strong fleet.
0 Winds far maore dramatic than forecast led to the postponement of the morning's competition
true ets until conditions abated slightly, allowing all classes to commence coastal courses at 14:00
B T
B Wi piace <

The Mazxi Class was dispatched on a near 30-nm course which after an upwind leg round
hWonaci sent the fleet south via Secca Tre Monti and eventually round the islands of

The averall competition leaders remain unchanged: Bronenosec (RUS) in Maxi, Magical Migstens Tour (GBR)
in Grand Prix; Ondine (ITA) in Classic and Tals (ITA) in the Holex Swan 45 Waorld Championship.

Bronenosec, a madern wan BU, continues to lead the Maxi class enjaying a six-point lead aver harco
Rodolfi's Swan 80 Berenice Bis (ITA). However, the pack is closing in. Ben Kolffs Highland Breeze, a Swan
112, i= riding the strang breezes impressively and clawing back positions following a second straight race
win. =he now has a podium spot.

The leading positions are pitting together some contrasting Swan yachts, A case in point 15 Willern Mesdag's
Constanter (USA), a ten-year ald Swan B2, second today, fourth averall. "Conditions at the stant saw a steady
20 knots, we had 2 nice beat up and remained close to the boats in front of us, which s always a good sign,”
explained Mesdag. "The breeze came on really strong during the race, we saw 30-32 knots and on the
second last mark we Jost our spinnalier pole which was not good.”

"We are here for the boat's tenth anniversang " continued Mesdag. "We raced her far three years bebween
2002 and 2004 when there were many boats the same size. We'lve cruised her ever since and now we're
essentially racing on handicap.”

Constanter has a reputation as an awkward underdog, as Mesdag explained: "We had a nickname given to
us. The boat's name is Constanter, which in Dutch means steadfast. Back i 2004 when we were racing
againat ail the great boats of that era they calied ws Tan't Stand Her!' a5 we were g full on critsing boat built
for pure comfort!”

The Spanish crew of Swan 80 Plis Play enjoyed their best day of the competition as boat captain Oscar
lhafiez explained: "We are happy with third place, all went well with no breakages. This boat prefers strong
winds and our challenge i1s focused on beating the other Swan 80s."

Magical Wystenys Tour retains contral of the Grand Prix class, perfarming better than her nearest rivals Matalia
(RO and Clerm (E=P), with Jean Paul De Vries' Swan 53 Weral Four claiming victary.

In the Rolex Swan 45 World Championship, Earldbird was top dog, cutting %ittorio Ruggiera's Tall's lead
down to three points. "It was a really close race today, we were alternating fram secand to third place and
approaching the finish we had moved into the lead but & slow gennaker change Jeft us in third" said
Ruggiern.

harco Gerbauda's Ondine had to settle for third today as the Sparkman & Stephens b Shirlaf reduced
Cnching's lead to four points. "Today, conditions out on the water were dictated by veny strong winds compared

to fight winds two days ago. It means yow have to be ready for eventiung," explained Shiraf tactician Faola
Cian.

Friday is a layday at the Raolex Swan Cup, organized by the Yacht Club Costa Smeralda, enabling the crews
to recharge their batteries and conduct any vital repairs ahead of the final two days of racing. As the
competition is wide aopen, a grandstand finish is gquaranteed.
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